BRIEF VIEWS 


By FLORENCE E. HILL 


BOOK 
STAGE STRUCK by Maurice Zolotow. The 
romance of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne. 
1965; Harcourt, Brace, and World, Inc., New 
York. $5.95. 


Here is a biography of one of the theatre's 
most famous couples by one who is considered 
the leading biographer of the theatre and its 
people. He starts out to explain the mystery of 
the marriage of Alfred and Lynn. For forty 
years they have been happily married to each 
other and to the theatre. Strangely they are most 
effective and successful together, two actors 
molded into one acting mechanism. He analyzes 
the component parts of the team separately and 
the reader becomes engrossed in reading about 
their young struggles to arrive at success in the 
theatre. 

After the two parts become one, their success 
becomes phenomenal. Mr. Zolotow follows the 
rain and the sunshine of their career until he 
leaves them at the peak of popularity with the 
performance of The Visit in a theatre called for 
them, Lunt-Fontanne. The book shows the Lunts’ 
dedication to the theatre and makes them stand 
out as real people with gaity, wit, and ambition. 
Through them we meet a host of theatre people; 
as, Laurette Taylor, Ellen Terry, Noel Coward, 
Helen Hayes, and others. The book is beautifully 
and sympathetically written and is well worth 
a place in the library of the drama student. 


LONG PLAYS 


HALOES AND SPOTLIGHTS by John O’Don- 
nell. A comedy for 5 M., 13 W., and extras. 
1964; Samuel French, Inc., New York. Roy- 
alty: $25-$20. Books: $1.25. 


What can happen when a young nun, Sister 
Marilee, wins the Aureole Shampoo Contest of 
$5,000 with her essay, “What I can do for my 
Country’? The company is really on the spot 
for how can Sister Marilee represent the typical 
American girl advertising Aureole Shampoo on 
TV, in the Rose Parade, and in the Governor's 
box at the game. Mother Lucy decides that 
Sister Marilee can and shall fulfill all of the 
obligations of Miss Aureole Shampoo. She or- 
ganizes the Sisters to prepare a suitable float 
and even plans parish cheering sections along 
the route. No matter what obstacles are placed 
in her path, Mother Lucy stands firm even to 
enlisting the approval of her brother the Bishop. 
The scene is a single interior showing the 
Empire Suite of the Pasadena Hilton Hotel. 
The play is full of interest and laughter through- 
out and is a good selection for high school 
performers. 


PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN by William Glen- 
non. A play in two parts for 7 M. and 4 W. 
1964; Pittsburgh Playhouse Press, Pittsburgh, 


Pennsylvania. Royalty, $15. Books, $1.25. 
This new adaptation of the Pred Piper of 
Hamelin is played very simply without scenery. 
The author's advice to the director is: “Do 
not let the scenery stop the flow of the play, 
and do not let the ‘acting’ hinder the honesty 
and believability of the characters.” In Mr. 
Glennon’s adaptation, the townspeople and the 
children are delightful characters to portray. 
The innkeeper, the mayor, and their wives are 
sufficiently demanding of the children that the 
audience is willing to see the Pied Piper lead 
them away so that the children can be happy. 
Kurt, the little lame boy, is the main reason 
why the Pied Piper returns since Kurt was left 
behind. When the Pied Piper sees how changed 
the peovle are and how lonely without their 
children, he is willing to bring the children 
back, and all ends happily. -Schools that enjoy 
giving productions for children in their program 
will surely welcome the Pred Piper of Hamelin. 
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